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The Eight Costs of Magic

01
PHYSICAL
The body pays

02
MATERIAL

A finite resource is spent

03
TEMPORAL
Valued time is lost

04
RELATIONAL
A bond is damaged

05
MORAL

Conscience or
another person pays

06
IDENTITY

Continuity of self changes

07
SOCIAL

Rights, safety,
or belonging change

08
CIVILIZATIONAL

Systems and generations
inherit the price

THE CENTRAL QUESTION

What does using
this power make
someone lose?

Who pays? - When? - Reversible?
Visible? - How far does it spread?

A map, not a scorecard. Most consequential systems carry more than one cost. nickblade.com/essays/eight-costs-of-magic/
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